
‘We have here a masterful, comprehensive, and highly nuanced chronicle of
Vamık Volkan’s work that draws wisdom from private and public consultations in 
such august places as the US State Department, the offices of Foreign Ministries 
abroad, the Kremlin, classrooms in Finland, Germany, Israel, Austria, Turkey and 
here in the United States, among many other settings. In all these environs, he 
has enabled curious minds to expand in ethical, productive, and creative ways, 
closed minds to gradually open, and enabled bellicose enemies and allies in 
fractured communities to reconfigure their embedded hostilities. Henceforth, 
psychoanalysts, psychologically minded diplomats, historians, and other scholars 
will think and practice differently.’
Maurice Apprey, PhD, DM, FIPA, Professor of Psychiatry, Dean of African American 

Affairs, and Associate Vice-president of Student Affairs, University of Virginia, 
and training and supervising psychoanalyst, Contemporary Freudian Society

‘Vamık Volkan has an extraordinary capacity to convey complex concepts 
resulting from psychoanalysis in a language that can be understood by everyone. 
He reveals the ways in which his personal story, linked to large-group conflicts 
in Cyprus, his international diplomatic experiences, and his long experience 
as a psychoanalyst, are interweaved with the development of his theoretical 
frameworks, which greatly contribute to the understanding of our present time. 
Large-group psychology should be an integral part of all university studies, as 
much as history and other academic science humanities.’

Brigitte Demeure, PhD, President of the French Society of Psychohistory 
and former Vice-president of the A2IP 

(Association Internationale Interactions de la Psychanalyse)

‘Vamık Volkan provides an absorbing narrative of his unique conceptual 
psychoanalytic approach. His suggested interventions are based on his 
understanding of conflict. He addresses and suggests approaches to diffuse 
flashpoints of conflicts in many countries. He is a gifted writer who describes how 
personal incidents in his life led to his lifelong interest in the field of large-group 
interactions. To sum up, this is an outstanding book that will reward the reader 
with a clear understanding of the underlying causes of large-group conflicts.’

Gunther Perdigao, M. D., Member of the Executive Committee, 
International Psychoanalytical Association (IPA) and 

Associate Secretary General, IPA, 2009–2013

VAMIK D. VOLKANVAMIK D. VOLKAN is the author, co-author, editor, or co-editor of over fifty 
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Psychiatry at the University of Virginia, Charlottesville; an Emeritus Training and 
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and President Emeritus of the International Dialogue Initiative. 
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